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It is with great pride and deep admiration that
| celebrate the remarkable achievements of the
ASEAN-Japan Young Environmental Leaders’
Network (AJYELN) Program.

Comprising 36 exceptional high school
students from the 10 ASEAN Member States
and Japan, this dynamic network has taken bold
steps to combat plastic pollution and promote
sustainable environmental practices across our
region.

At the Capstone Symposium in March 2024,

these young leaders presented innovative,

locally-driven solutions to reduce plastic waste

. and shift mindsets. Their energy, creativity,
and determination to spark behavioral change
and inspire multi-stakeholder action are truly
commendable.

Dr. Kunihiko Hirabayashi
_» Secretary General, ASEAN-Japan Centre

Thanks to targeted mentoring and financial support, AJYELN empowers youth to become potjus’t
future leaders—but leaders of today, already creating meaningful impact. By the epd of this year's
program, the 33 fellows had led 63 plastic pollution awareness campaigns, reaching over 17,500
elementary and high school students across ASEAN and Japan. Addltlopally, arouqd 700,000 yen
was invested in supporting their initiatives. The growing online commum.ty——now with over 48,000
young followers on Facebook and lnstagram——demonstrates the expanding reach and influence of
AJYELN as a leading youth environmental movement.

This progress is more than numbers—it represents real change. Ar)d change, Whep led t?y. passion
and purpose, inspires more change. It spreads outward like ripples in water, becoming a rising swell

of collective action and hope.

Our shared journey is also grounded in a lesson | once learned in a small Asian Village.'A boy told
me frankly: “Show us through actions, not just words.” That moment has stayed with me —a
reminder that it is not what we promise, but what we do, that defines us.

As we move forward, let us carry this spirit. Let our actions echo louder than yvords. Let us support
and elevate these young changemakers, who are already showing us what it means to lead with

heart, purpose, and action.

Together, we can shape a more sustainable, inclusive future
__one ripple at a time.
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It is my great pleasure to deliver my message to you at B
the second ASEAN Japan Young Environmental Leaders .
Network Symposium.

First of all, I would like to express our sincere appreciation
to the ASEAN Japan Centre for organizing the symposium.
As it is said, continuity is the father of success, and your
continued commitment  to promoting educational
awareness and youth empowerment is essential to making
a better future.

| would also like to celebrate the achievements of the young
environmental leaders who turned their creative ideas into
actions for addressing plastic pollution. | am aware that a
total of 33 Fellows from 8 ASEAN Member States and Japan [ F YO
have conducted 63 activities which impacted approximately I} I lﬂﬂ_'hlﬁ,’l"n’: l’l_p‘?g 'f‘-"'._r\,,
18,000 individuals. That is such an impressive contribution wHIHIY Hieuig
to combating plastic pollution. We are honored to hear that Mr. Mi : Ty
the next recruitment is to be started. Dl'rect'or 'AZ/;;"::' Z_OShihiro

Tt > e Environment
We recognize plastic pollution, including in the marine %Zggg Z?V{ronme”ta[ Management
environment, as one of the most serious global - Ministry of the Environment.
environmental issues today. ASEAN and Japan are both Japan
seriously affected by marine plastic pollutionso we have 7 - i
discussed this issue in various opportunities. We have also 2= /' " /
been active in implementing regional programs to tackle . o
this issue. o '

First, stakeholder engagement is critical in solving the issue of plastic pollution. As we know, plastic is
used everywhere and plastic waste can go beyond borders. This i< a transboundary issue. In addition,
plastic pollution needs to be tackled throughout its life cycle, from production to waste management.
Stakeholders, including but not limited to a government company, civil society, and the youth need to
work togethertofind a solution to this issue. We will do our best to ensure that stakeholder engagement
and various actions throughout the life cycle of plastics are included in the new Plastic Treaty.

Second, Asia holds the key to solving the problem of plastic pollution. In fact, Asia is considered to be
a major region for plastic pollution as well as a source of plastic pollution. Thus, this network, which
promotes wider stakeholder engagement, is essential.

Finally, I'm confident that current fellows who have already shown tremendous passion and incoming
fellows with new ideas will continue to make positive impacts on plastic pollution. In doing so, | would
like to encourage you to take action with your families, your friends, and local communities.

Let's take action and build a more sustainable environment and future together!
| wish you all the best, thank you very much.
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Welcome Message

ASEAN Youth Dialogue in 2024, and the ASEAN Young Climate
Leaders Programme provide opportunities for the youth to-engage
in critical and engaging issues in the region.

On behalf of the Secretary-General of ASEAN, Dr.
Kao Kim Hourn, lam honored to welcome you to the
ohd ASEAN-Japan Young Environmental Leaders
Network Symposium under the theme “Innovative
Actions, Sustainable Progress”. This followed the
environmental leadership and mentorship at the
ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia last year.

Moreover, the ASEAN-Japan Young Environmental Leaders Network
(AJYELN) has been instrumental in fostering youth leadership and
cross-cultural understanding and in aligning closely with ASEAN's
vision for sustainability and innovation;-as reflected in the ASEAN
Regional Action Plans on Combating Marine Debris in ASEAN
Member States particularly in 'Research, Innovation, and Capacity
Building’ and ‘Public Awareness, Education, and Outreach’.

| extend my deepest appreciation to the ASEAN-
Japan Centre and the Government of Japan for
their step of commitment to youth engagement
and-environmental sustainability. 1n-2023, ASEAN
and Japan celebrated the 50th anniversary of
friendship and cooperation and over the years,
ASEAN and Japan’s partnership has flourished,
particularly in people—to—people exchanges and

Through innovative solutions -and youth-driven actions, AJYELN-also plays-a-vital role-in
advancing the ASEAN Declarations on Plastic Circularity by mobilizing multi-stakeholder
collaborations, including youth, public and private sectors, and government agencies in
advocacies and outreach offorts. The theme of this symposium, “Innovative Actions; Sustainable
Progress’, underscores the dynamic roles of young leaders in driving innovative and impactful

environmental cooperation. At the 27th ASEAN- I San i solui(ic.)ns for environmental sustainapility. Mo.st important|.y,.the initiatives ar.xd. Fhe’enthus'!astic
Japan Summit; Japan reaffirmed its commitment to Deputy Secretary General, ASEAN partlapathn of the youth reflect thglr commltmeht, creapwty, and responsibility-in shapmg a
youth empowerment and sustainable development, Socio-Cultural COmmun/‘t)’/ DPillar more sustainable future—one where innovation drives lasting progress for our communities and

aligning it with ASEAN priorities. Also, at the Japan- ASEAN Secretariat the environment.
ASEAN Youth Summit 2025, the Secretary General

of ASEAN, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, highlighted that

our cooperation is not just about celebrating past
achievements but-also about harnessing the

energies of our youth to shape the future. This

symposium serves as a key platform in realizing this vision.

In closing, | encourage active participation and productive discussions from student fellows
and youth leaders from ASEAN Member States and Japan. Your efforts in conducting public
awareness campaigns. on plastic pollution, proper waste disposal,-and recycling practices-are
making a tangible impact in your community. ASEAN and Japan stand firmly behind you and we
look forward to seeing your continued leadership in environmental sustainability.

ASEAN recognizes that the youth are drivers of change. Our young people are the most powerful | wish the symposium a great Success. Thank you.

and innovative demographic force in our societies. In 2020, Southeast Asia was home to 224
million young people, with Generation Z (aged 15-25 years old) making up 53% and Millennials
(aged 26-35 years old) comprising 47%. Moreover, the share of youth within the total ASEAN
population is projected to peak in 2038—the largest portion of our population ever. ASEAN
therefore places high importance on youth engagement. Malaysia's 2025 ASEAN Chairmanship
under the theme "Inclusivity and Systainability” placed particular emphasis on untocking youths'’
potential to drive growth, unity, and excellence across the regions. Youth-centered initiatives
and platforms such as the ASEAN Youth Agenda Indonesia 2023, the 3rd
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Mr. Reo Kawamura
Director, ERIA Regional Knowledge
Center for Marine Plastic Debris
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It is-my honor to speak to you today as we
celebrate the achievements of the ASEAN-
Japan Young Environmental Leaders Network..
Over the past year, you have demonstrated
remarkable dedication to tackling marine plastic
pollution, a challenge that requires innovation,
collaboration,and strong teadership.

| think that some of you joined the ERIA office

visit in Jakarta, Indonesia, last August. I hope

that the visit and interaction with our team

at the Regional Knowledge Centre for Marine
__ Plastic Debris-was useful foryouractivities.
,  For our team, the interaction also left a strong
impression. You are not just young students
with an interest in sustainability issues. You
are emerging environmental leaders, eager
to learn, exchange ideas, and take concrete
actions. Seeing the progress-you have made
reaffirms my belief that young leaders like you
are the driving force for positive change.

We hope that your journey with the ASEAN-Japan Young Environmental
Leaders Network has equipped-you withfurther knowledge; skills, and
networks to continue leading some actions against plastic pollution. As you
move forward, | encourage you to build on this experience, share what you
have learned, and mentor future young environmental leaders.

With the launch of AJYELN 2.0, the impact of this initiative will continue to
grow, inspiring a new cohort to follow in your footsteps. I hope that you will
remain engaged and continue making a difference in your communities.

Congratulations on this incredible milestone:

In closing, I would like to reiterate my appreciation to ASEAN Japan Centre's
colleagues, as well as all the partners, for your support-and dedication.

Thank you.

---..___-"__,- il e

Warm greetings from the ASEAN Youth
Organization!

We, the ASEAN Youth Organization (AYO), are
honored and proud to be in partnership with the
ASEAN-Japan Centre. We started this partnership
last year with the spirit of promoting understanding
and cooperationin the environmental fields
among young leaders from ASEAN and Japan. We
believe that the youth play a vital role in achieving
climate justice. That is why in this program, We had
youth leaders participate meaningfully in creating
solutions for the climate through advocacy efforts;
people—to-people engagement, community
empowerment, as well as campaign awareness that
also highlights the power of partnership between
ASEAN and Japan to achieve a plastic-free future.

: Ms. Sarah Rauzana
Chairperson, ASEAN Youth Organization

As an organization, AYO is guided by the ASEAN

Work Plan on Youth and ASEAN Youth Development

Index (YD) developed by the ASEAN Secretariat, specifically from the Education, Youth and Sport
Division. If we connect the dots between AJYELN, the ASEAN Work Plan on Youth, and the ASEAN YDI,
all of us here have started to get involved in achieving T ASEAN vDI domain or Workplan area, and even
more! When we talk about the environment, it will be integrated with education as we are awaré of
the importance of environmental education in schools. We also will talk about health, employment and
opportunity, participation and engagement, and even ASEAN values and identity! Why? Because in this
program, we're also exploring how we, the youth leaders and the youth advocates, can strengthen and
scale up the partnership between ASEAN and Japan for better community welfare, and of course, a better
planet that is free from plastic pollution.

AJYELN has a special place in my heart because | actively participate in the environmental field, working
together with fellow youth activists. | know for sure that we, the youth leaders, can impart meaningful
contributionsand- save-our environment through various-ways, be-it through advocacy, community
campaigns, or joining an international program like AJYELN to analyze issues, strategize solutions, and
exchange ideas with fellow youths.

Lastly,  would like to extend my biggest congratulations to the 33 young environmental leaders in Japan
and 8 ASEAN Member States who successfully implemented 63 marine plastic pollution awareness
campaigns and activities that involved more than 15,000 individuals. This is truly proof of the beauty of
young people’s involvement in making changes for the environment to achieve the mission of realizing
a healthier planet that is free from plastic pollution.

Thank you again ASEAN Japan Centre for the endless support for the youth leaders. Congrats again to
the AJYELN alumni. | am looking forward to seeing your further participation in the AJYELN 2.0—
because we believe all of your knowledge and experience will be very beneficial to the next fellows.

Terima kasih, Aw kun, Khowp jai, Jeesuu ba, Salamat po, Kop Khun Khrap, Gam uhn, Arigatou
gozaimasu, thank you!
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The ASEAN-Japan Young Environmental Leaders Network (AJYELN) is a product of the years-long
initiative of the ASEAN-Japan Centre to reach as many young people as possible and educate them
about the perils of the marine plastic debris problem.

Six ASEAN countries (Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Viet Nam, and Thailand) are among
the world's highest ocean plastic polluters in 2021 (Meijer et al. 2021). The recognition of marine
plastic debris as a regional issue of great importance was formally recognized in 2019 when the

10 ASEAN countries adopted the Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris in the ASEAN
Region and the ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine Debris. In 2020, the ASEAN Regional Action
Plan for Combating Marine Debris (2021-2025) was launched, containing the phased actions that
ASEAN countries are expected to conduct during this five-year period.

Japan and the ASEAN-Japan Centre have actively supported environmental initiatives in the ASEAN
region. Since 2020, the Centre has brought together young leaders from ASEAN and Japan to address
the issue of marine plastic debris. Collaborating with 22 ASEAN and Japanese students, they launched
the “Future Leaders’ Declaration on ASEAN-Japan Cooperation for International Marine Plastic
Waste,” the first student-led statement in the ASEAN and Japan region.

Following the declaration, the “ASEAN-Hiroshima Eco-School for Marine Plastic Waste Education” was
initiated as a pilot project in 2021. This project aimed to implement the recommendations from the
declaration, specifically focusing on education and awareness, as well as youth engagement. It began
the online lecturing on marine plastic waste to more than 1,500 elementary and high school students
in Japan and four ASEAN countries.

In 2022, the project has been expanded to 8 ASEAN countries and Japan. The “ASEAN-Japan Eco-
School for Marine Plastic Waste Education” has provided online lectures to 6,977 elementary and high
school students in ASEAN and Japan on the proper use and disposal of plastics and influenced their
behaviour to reduce the volume of plastics in the ocean.

After receiving the feedback from students who participated in the Ecoschool lectures, our Centre
realized the importance of empowering youth to become leaders in their local communities. This
led to the establishment of the AJYELN, which specifically targeted the youth as young as 15 years
old. By instilling proper behaviors towards sustainable environmental practices in this malleable
age group, they can effectively influence their peers and families, creating a ripple effect of positive
environmental change within their communities.

Recognizing that financial resources are essential for implementing change, the Centre provided a
modest seed fund to kickstart the environmental projects of these young leaders. With a focus on
addressing the issue of marine plastic debris, the program aimed to curb plastic pollution on land and
in the seas.

In 2023, the AJYELN program was officially launched, and 37 young fellows have successfully
implemented 39 plastic pollution awareness activities to over 8,000 youth in the region.

This publication chronicles the success and challenges of the current 2024 AJYELN fellows as
they implemented their environmental projects, as well as their journeys to becoming young
environmental leaders in ASEAN and Japan.
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AJYELN 2024

Impact in Numbers

« Atotal of 33 young environmental leaders (15-18 years old) in Japan and 8 ASEAN
member states (except Cambodia and Lao PDR) have been competitively selected from 62
team applicants from the region.

On August 28-29, the AJYELN fellows received intensive mentoring in a two-day
environmental leadership mentorship and project management training in Jakarta,
Indonesia.

The AJYELN program implemented 63 marine plastic pollution awareness campaigns and
activities in selected communities in 10 ASEAN member states and Japan.

A total of 17,877 individuals in the region have been reached and actively participated in
the activities implemented by the AJYELN fellows in their respective communities. AJYELN
has garnered more than 48,000 followers aged 15-35 years old in ASEAN countries and
Japan through its social network pages via Facebook and Instagram.

An estimated total amount of 700,000JPY has been utilized in the implementation of the
63 student-led activities by the AJYELN fellows.

Cogntry No. of No. of Total no. of Partner local Project
(Province or R =110 ]
State) fellowst activities people reached  organizations completion

Brune| (Kuala o

" 4 2 3 100%
(Sapporo)

Malaysia 3 3 677 5 100%
(Langkawi)

MR 3 4 478 2 100%
(Yangon)

Philippines 4
(Cebu) T 100%
A 3 2108 3 100%
(Singapore)

Thailand o
(Bangkok) To%z

VletNam(Ho o

Foriig 1 M. ML



AJYELYN Journey

The AJYELN is a network of young regional
champions in combating the plastic pollution crisis
selected from the ten ASEAN Member States and
Japan. Organized by the ASEAN-Japan Centre,
the network promotes youth-led solutions to the
plastic pollution issue in the region.

How the Fellows

Were Chosen

January-May 2024: Recruitment

and selection

The ASEAN-Japan Centre opened recruitment
from January to May 31, 2024, receiving over 60
team applications from 8 ASEAN states and Japan.
Nine teams (33 fellows) were selected based on
motivation (20%), impact (35%), feasibility (20%),
and innovation (25%). The selection committee
comprised ASEAN-Japan Centre representatives.

Vo

Year-round activities

July 26, 2024: Kick-off and
Launch Ceremony

The 33 fellows from 8 ASEAN countries and
Japan were introduced as the AJYELN 2024

August 28-29, 2024:
Leadership and project
management training

The 33 fellows joined a 2-day
environmental leadership and
project management training on
August 28-29 in Jakarta, which
was co-organized with the ASEAN
Youth Organization. They received
marine plastic waste training from
the ERIA Regional Knowledge
Center on Marine Plastic Debris,
engaged in dialogues with the
ASEAN Secretariat and Ministry
of Japan to Indonesia, and
gained insights from prominent
Indonesian environmental leaders.

Fellows during the Launch Ceremony on July
26. The launch featured a keynote by Mr.
Benedict Wermter of Bule Sampah, along
with messages from the Japan Ministry
of Environment, ASEAN Secretariat, ERIA-
RKCMPD, ASEAN Youth Organization, and
two AJYELN 2023 alumni

August 2024: Disbursement of seed money

In August 2024, each team received 40,000 JPY (40% of seed money)
to start their projects, with a maximum budget of 100,000 JPY per
team. A total of 700,000 JPY funded 63 marine plastic pollution

awareness campaigns across 8 ASEAN states and Japan.

August 2024 - January 2025:
Project implementation

From August 2024-January 2025, AJYELN
fellows carried out 63 projects across 8 ASEAN
states and Japan. Activities included drama
performances in Brunei, beach cleanups in
Indonesia and Malaysia, plastic alternatives
research in Japan, contests in Myanmar, eco-
workshops in the Philippines, interviews in
Singapore, mangrove planting in Thailand,
and upcycling camps in Viet Nam.

March 13, 2025: Capstone
symposium

On March 13, 2025, the hybrid 2nd AJYELN
Symposium convened the youth in Japan and
ASEAN countries. Featuring the 33 AJYELN
fellows and young environmental leaders
from Indonesia Nala Amirah Putri, and Japan,
Gaku Shimamura, they discussed how young
individuals can make an impact on their
societies through environmental leadership.

International Visibility
July 2024

The accomplishments and contributions to
regional cooperation of the AJYELN program have
been presented and recognized in the following
ASEAN meetings:

ASEAN Working Group on Environmental
Education on their quarterly meeting on July
10, 2024; and

18th ASEAN-Japan Dialogue on Environmental
Cooperation on July 31, 2024 in Vientiane, Lao
PDR.

15

October 2024

AJYELN was an online
presenter at a youth-led side
event during the Convening
of Youth for the Future of
Coral Reefs at COP to the
CBD on October 29, 2024,
in Colombia. The event was
organized by the Global
Fund for Coral Reefs (GFCR),
UNCDF, and ICRI.




School Name

Chung Hua Middle School, Kuala Belait

Total number of activities implemented

E}'i% I:N:I@ @[mﬂ N@ D@]@g Percent of completion
pi E[F@[ﬁ_m Uﬂt[lﬁﬁ@[ﬁ] {E@ g@ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂ Total number of students reached

1N

Total weight of collected waste

Total number of collaborating
@a4_awareness_and_action organizations and the name of

organizations

« Green Depot Recycling Centre

+ Department of Environment, Parks
and Recreation Centre Brunei

Aaron John Leo
Nereparambil

gchool Advisor

o gathan

Angelina Lau Eng Oi
sangeetha SU
{

wl 4 \\% ‘\\f | /
[\

H”idya Anna Panackal

WL iy
g =g’

Aiden Paul Leo
Ne"eparambil

Team Brunei A4 Awareness and Action is dedicated to transforming the students’ understanding
of the marine plastic pollution from a pressing problem into a manageable solution. Our mission
is to educate, engage, and empower communities to take action against plastic pollution,
fostering sustainable practices and safeguarding our marine environments.

“Pollution to Solution—-No Green, No Blue! To Protect and Improve the Marine Environment
For the Future” is an essential initiative aimed at combating marine plastic pollution through
innovative and community-driven approaches. Using drama as an educational tool, we created
compelling narratives that highlight the impact of plastic pollution on marine environments.
Storytelling through drama captures the audience’s attention and

Mentor
Nurlatifah

makes the message more relatable and memorable. By combining —
education, empowerment, and sustainable practices, we are \’:\_g‘x\“-{

making significant strides toward a healthier planet and a more
resilient society.

A small change can make a big difference; be the
change that you want to see in the world!
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Project Timeline
28, 2024—November 27,2024
Project Timeline
October 5, 2024
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21y DoWe Really Care? A Indonesia R
Social Experiment on SMATeman Rama Jimbaran
Plastic Pollution _

project Timelin®
November 27,2024

@eco.4shore
“ Eco4Shore

\Vanessa Lee

Johanna Gracia
Sunarno

Nathania Kaping Ni Wayan Ding
Anggraini Wiantapi

Indonesia is a known tropical paradise with stunning ocean waters and breathtaking
beaches. Yet, there is one odd thing found in between the beauty: plastic trash.
The presence of plastic trash threatens the tourism sector, fishing economy, and
biodiversity of our country. We can't let plastic further erode our oceans and shores,
and that is why Eco4Shore was created! Our vision is for future generations to
experience rich biodiversity and plastic-free oceans.

We are committed to achieving that through our four main strategies, which
include competitive beach clean-ups, awareness campaigns, research initiatives,
and collaborations with like-minded organizations. Our four main strategies
operate under the belief that plastic trash has the potential to become treasure.
We hope to create a circular economy and foster increased awareness through
these initiatives. So, come and support us to restore the clean shores!
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gchool Advisorf

Made |

ngan Pradnyamita

Total number of activities implemented
Percent of completion

Total number of people reached

Total weight of collected waste

Total number of collaborating organizations
and the name of organizations

Organizations Communities
MPH - Kelan
Getplastic.id Schools
ecoBali Recycling « SATAP 7 BAN Junior
Mudfish No Plastic High School
TrashHero Sanur 9 Denpasar Junior
SobatPantai High School

Business Tunas Kasih

» PT Royal Total Elementary School
International

« Sangkara

b
O
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®
<
®
=
@
-
ct
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Irfan Tsany Rahmawan

Educational Campaign

Project Timeline

st 9-13, 2024, September 10, 2024,

T r 15, 2024 and November 11, 2024
e ' i

Octob
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H#o Beach Cleanup
c y 4 19
A Activity BeRIPAN
Project Timeline LB Y a 3
August 16, 2024, September 21,2024, ,‘,“fs,‘ » j( Oratlo n
\ Project Ti
Tlme'.
August-Decen ine
bEr 2024

and December 8, 2024
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Total number of activitiesimplemented

J a pa n School a

Sapporo Keisei High School

:::_:;’:E . % MHIE A Su wat-it-ute Percent of completion
@ P I a S.t,i G Total number of people reached

Total number of collaborating
organizations and the name of
organizations

« Maleny State High School

« MEXT(Japanese ministries)

« JST(Japanese organization)

@team_keisei

s

gchool Advisor

Yusuke Murata

Keita Mori

Rin Tanabe

Today, there are many problems with plastic waste. We think that mass production and
single-use plastics are a serious matter, so we decided to conduct experiments to improve
these problems. Therefore, we sought to make plastic substitutions made from casein and

research about how to improve the strength casein plastic. We reported our findings to the
world by using the internet.
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Mentop
Kyoka Umemoto
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AVA  Making Casein AVA  Presentation in Maleny

Ty o TP, Y ; -

Ll Plastics State High Schoolin
Project Time“f;e Au stra lia project Timeline
July to December 2024 December 3, 2024
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AUBA  Making Videos of the School Name

- MRSM Langkawi

| S

Experiment

Project Timeline
ember 2024 10 January 2025

Nov

Aina Zulaikha Binti
Azmil

Diya Aretha

Nur'lntessar'lzzati |
Bintizampi

As the ASEAN Eagles, we're a passionate team of young visionaries from MRSM Langkawi,
Malaysia, driven by an unwavering commitment to preserve our island’s pristine shores. Our
“Beach Revival: Plastic Eradication Mission” aims to revolutionize environmental action against
marine plastic pollution. Through innovative approaches like gamified beach cleanups, hands-
on workshops, and our environmental podcast series, we're empowering local youth and the
community to become eco-warriors. We're not just cleaning beaches; we're fostering a culture
of environmental stewardship that will ripple through generations.

By collaborating with local authorities and organizations, we're weaving a
tapestry of collective responsibility across our island home. We embody the spirit
of possibility, showing that with passion, creativity, and determination, even the
most daunting environmental challenges can be overcome. e
As we lead the charge for a cleaner Langkawi, we hope to ~
inspire others to believe in the power of youth to shape
a more sustainable future for our planet. Join us in our
mission to turn the tide on plastic pollution and create a
world where pristine shores are a living reality.




w—v—
‘... . Awareness Campaign
on Marine Plastic
Pollution

Total number of activities implemented
Percent of completion

Total number of people reached

Total weight of collected waste Project Timeline

Total number of collaborating

organizations and the name of
organizations

Langkawi Development Authority (LADA)
Muafakat MRSM Langkawi

« Trash Heroes
/ 2 +  Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Sungai

Buloh

) | m +  MareCet

school Advisor
Mimi Syadzlina Binti Shabi

SaUaWaN3IYdy



Ao satlinae ___of Ao seatlinas ___of

-~ 1. ASEANEaglesBeach LAY | ASEANEagles:
Navigating the Seas of

Revival ) :
Plastic Pollution Podcast
l Project Timeline Project Timeline
September 21,2024 August 23, 2024




School Name

Hinthar International School 3 Total number of activitiesimplemented

||l\

Percent of completion

‘l

Total number of people reached

Total number of collaborating
organizations and the name of
organizations

o Hinther Education
o« EMC conversation Club

@saveourseas_mm

“ saveourseas_mm

-1![—_1-'30 .‘"

W pSTE \\

— school Advisor
Han Thar Htet N Zin Zar Khet Kyaw

- ﬁ
. ~ . ﬁx\;‘ A ..\

Myanmar is one of the top 20 countries in terms of mismanaged plastic (Jambeck, et.al,
2015). “Marine Heroes” is a dedicated team committed to combating marine plastic
pollution through the “SOS - Save Our Seas” project across Myanmar. Our mission is
to empower locals, particularly the youth, to take active roles in preserving the marine
environment for a greener future!

Mentop
Dr. Thant zin Tun
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Project Timeline
L ¢
Project Timeline

| _ October 10, 2024
November 22—December 1,2024
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LGB Social Media Schoo Name

L1

v @ ' Philippines Science High School Central

Engagement N

Project Timeline

: “ August 2, 2024 to present

@sealayan_network

“ SEAlayan Network

Rex Angelo T.
Monreal

Bl . -
Mark Russel| A. .
Lagunsad =

The SEAlayan Network, led by Team CalamanSEA, is making significant strides in combating
marine plastic pollution in Cebu’s coastal regions in the Philippines. Our transformative
project actively engages fisherfolk communities and the youth through hands-on cleanups,
art drives, and educational talks and equips them with different equipment donated by
the team. By expanding our reach through the Philippine Science High School System,
SEAlayan effectively raises awareness and inspires youth participation in vital waste
reduction initiatives.

This initiative not only empowers communities with essential skills but also
cultivates a deep sense of environmental responsibility and champions sustainable
practices. Through the connection of coastal residents and young advocates,
we are dedicated to driving meaningful environmental change, significantly
curtailing plastic waste, and improving perspectives on marine pollution.
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Series of Outreach

Total number of activities implemented
Percent of completion

Total number of people reached
meline

iect Ti
Projet 25,2025

024-January

Total weight of collected waste August 26, 2

Total number of collaborating organizations
and the name of organizations

MATAPA Color Me A Future
SENTRO USJR Commission on
Barangay Tangke Talisay Environment

Alliance of Future YACAP Visayas
Scientists - CVisC, USC Go Care Carolinian
CVisC Model United UPC Youth Claim
Nations, Tzu Chi Foundation
EINSTEIN Philippine Dakila

Innovators Society PSHS-CVisC

Sea Side Sweep UPC Fine Arts

gchool Advisor
Ruby Cres . Gayde
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Mentor

Jason Salvadora
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Activity
#2 SEAlayan Network Activity R
#3 ommunity support:
\ partners for change

meline

Project Timeline
ary 25, 2025

October 11, 2024-January 23,2025
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Project Ti
November 10, 2024-Janu




Singapore Schoo!Name

Total number of activitiesimplemented

Hwa Chong Institution

Percent of completion

e e e
-l T
.:.:_."::‘: z P S t |:| Total number of people reached
rojectiVisualise
7 o Sk - Total weight of collected waste
~ i
~ L1 \\{\\ \ ; \ ]
A W A AN Total number of collaborating
AN % - ; . 0
LR organizations and the name of
A organizations

e « SG Beach Warriors
a.ﬁ.ﬂ‘ L « Hwa Chong Institution (College)
: _ - Green Council
[  Yishun Innova Junior College
« - Student Council

Lok
) 7

-—F
¥
-l
f
i
i}

A e

Z

school Advisor
Fok Ying Lee Fiona

Lee Yan Yi Ceieste, Radiance Tan, Teo Yi
Ting Joy

We are “Project Visualised”, a team of three passionate students from Hwa Chong Institution
(College) in Singapore. As a group of ambitious and environmentally conscious individuals,
we are committed to tackling one of the most pressing pollution challenges of our time:
marine plastic waste.

Our goal is to raise awareness by sharing clear and practical knowledge about plastic
pollution. We strive to present information in a relatable and accessible way, inspiring a sense
of environmental responsibility in youth and encouraging tangible actions to reduce ocean
waste. Mentor
Tran Thuy Tien
Guided by this mission, we have organized activities with our community through social media
and offline channels. We are excited to share our journey with you and hope to inspire positive
change together!




wwr W
.. . ~See_the.seas” —our
#1 way of connecting with
you about the ocean

VR

rom “Seen'‘competition”
to “Pop-up booth” display
- We take action from
school to the community

Project Timeline

: imeline
july 2024 - present Project Ti

October and December 2024




] . Total number of activities
School Name Ly implemented

Wachirathamsatit School

Percent of completion

Total number of people reached

Total number of collaborating
organizations and the name of
organizations

« Suan Luang Rama IX Park
« Baan Mai Thara Resort

Seattawut
\Wattananont

Suchanan
Prengkhuntod
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4 .
AChil"aya Po - 4 i
nrakarn Satarat Pankliao I's - \

Thailand is a country that produces the 6th highest amount of marine plastic waste 2. - D "
in the world, amounting to 2 million tons of plastic waste. We, as Thai people, realize
the harm that plastic waste has on the environment and marine animals. Therefore, we
intend to create awareness among people about the dangers of plastic waste in the sea
and encourage more people to use bio-based packaging, which began with a science
project. Apart from that, we also saw a need to add green space to nature. We sincerely
hope that the Recover Waste Project will create real change for the environment.

visor

; chOO‘Ad

school A?\Vﬁgp 3 \Waralee Sinthuwa
Jakkrit Kaewlum

Mentop
Ratchakith Dhanyajarath-Bhorn
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: Sugarcane Bagasse
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Project Timeline

Project Timeline
November 30, 2024

ber 18, 2024 and November 1,
2024

Octo




Total number of activities
implemented

School Name

Nguyen Chi Thanh High School; Nguyen Thi

allily '?hai High School; Nguyen Thuong Hien Percent of completion
High School, Minh Duc High School

SEEERS

Total number of people reached

Total number of collaborating
organizations and the name of
organizations

- CHOICE

Bl  Thesetters « UPGREEN Viet Nam

Nguyen Tan Tri Nguyen

Ahoy, matey! We're The Better S—a team of pirates sailing to the legendary treasure that has
been lost to time, to find something shiny, perhaps? Whatever the treasure is, we wish for fair
winds and following seas, and may our compass point you toward a future where the sea isn't
contaminated with microplastics!

isor
gchool Advisor Sc o ThiHat
Ha Phan Kim Nguye®

We and our hearties want to educate and shed light on plastic pollution and raise awareness
about the menacing threat of microplastics to our health and nature. Furthermore, our crew
will hunt down the invasive plastic pieces with the help of other sailing and adventurous
crews.

Mentop
Nam Anh (Eric) Tran

We believe that the world deserves better. It saddens us that very
few people perceive the danger of microplastics. Matey, everyone
must acknowledge that they are in our bodies! So heave ho, set sail
with us on this adventurous journey to tackle the plastic invaders! R o
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Plastic “Rehab” Camp

@\(EL\L‘O Fore
ACTIVITY o
#0 ! A Heallng XMas

Project Timeline

Worksho p
November 15-17, 2024 -

Project Timeline
November 15-17, 2024

i CUNG KHAM PHAT WGHiA CAC KV HIEV TREN B0 NHUA




LA ‘The Better S°
21 Facebook Page

project Timeline
15-17, 2024
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We also give
special thanks to:

o~

ASEAN Secretariat

Japan Ministry of Environment

Brunei Ministry of Education STEP Centre
Cambodia Ministry of Environment
Indonesia The Ministry of Environment and
Forestry

Lao PDR Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment

Malaysia Ministry of Natural Resources,
Environment and Climate Change
Philippines Department of Environment
and Natural Resources — Environment
Management Bureau

East Asia Research Institute — Regional

Knowledge Centre for Marine Plastic Debris
(ERIA-RKCMPD)
ASEAN-Youth Organization (AYO)
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Reflections

Ng experience for us,

» activity,

and impact réports—added to the complexity.

Our teachers were sup
lessons independently.

project Management, time Management, and
: demonstrating the importance of strategic planning, adaptability,
and collaboration in overcoming challenges,




Reflections
Rhilippine’s

As  Philippine Science High School

scholars, the biggest challenge we

faced was implementing projects

and achieving goals on time due to

everyone’s responsibilities and time-

Management jssyes. As  student

leaders, balancing academic demands,

extracurricular activities, and project

work was difficult. Organizing with

numerous stakeholders ang partner

organizations was challenging due to

differing priorities, requiring patience,

clarity, and a steady hand. Adaptability

Was crucial, as we constantly changed

Plans to find the best outcomes.

We  tackled challenges head-on,

fulfilling  all requirements. Effective

time Management, breaking tasks

into manageable steps, and open

COmmunication with oyr team were

key strategies. This approach helped

; us stay organized and avoid burnout.

generous venue and addi ; : : = : : R The process became smoother once

Education, TEWT 4 Ik roles were clearly defined, tasks were

— prioritized, and unnecessary steps were

eliminated. Instead of getting lost in

chaos, we focused on what moved the

work forward. The bigger picture kept

Us grounded, and quick but thoughtful

s L : i : decisions kept things moving, ensuring

s Polution i NN - et NO one was left to figure things out
' . ' ' alone.




engaged.

Despite these challenges, we are
proud of our accomplishments,
Our ability to adapt and find
alternative solutions enabled
Us to successfully implement
activities that benefited both
our school and the public.
This experience reinforced the
importance of flexibility, time
Mmanagement, and teamwork,
showing us that even with
constraints, a dedicated and
well-coordinated team can

achieve great results.
)) R




I struggled with juggling Project activities and schoolwork. The challenges
that AJYELN brought, however, helped me improve myself,

time management skil
learn how to communi
future.

my teamwork skills and

cate effectively, which wil| definitely be useful in the
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— Brunei Darussalam

| particularl j
HoLr y enjoyed th
in implementing gur pr:pgarts nere we faced difficutties
et Th'together and
- Ihis program also
roactive i helped me reali i

I")eservé\cliefg}‘ m 'c:an; A Clly ‘.’f the e"V?ng:n;(Zr?: i':icc;mm
like the youth. ers of society but also the key meomggis

[ Aiden Paul Leo Nereparambil

| loved andua:]ppreciated that in
. . . . . acceptable t
. . ith friends trying to |mp|ement : 0 ask,
Ls?J%)r,gjdeth'):qT(ﬁ{;g;l!%i:Vm also helped me realize a lot “thoughte a

I r tho
of new things | didn’t previously know and helped me accepting, induc?ng e

understand how to tackle them. I also love

| had the experienc i

. e of makin -by-
gfag line. Also, talking with fo!r;ei;11 :te‘;obyl \ep Plan by the
periences can be useful in ?e people was fun. These

my life.
Koji Nagahama

i t been aware of

LN surprised me because | had no N .
ﬁgf oversegs countries acted to solve marine 'plastlcf
problems. | enjoyed finding out about the activities 0

overseas countries.
Yuto Yamahata

Hridya Anna Panackal

finding a solutj
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| y the sam 2 ow friend|
Aaron John Leo Nereparam absolutely hospﬁ;glret,he Spnizers and managei,stvr;% b

Angelina Lau Eng Oj
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ram’s comprehensive structure grea
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attention to detail. e AJVELN program has

stren i . _been a tr. By F
shengthening my dedication ansformative journey,

. : to environment,
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. - cipants, especially durin
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i ith a R ime
This eXperie:(t;':% with a passionate, d;verSemc"’g‘agemgnt
I got my commitment to ocenerconmy, Perspectives, deepened
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meet many. new PSSR, i h orships formed : - The friendshi
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advocacy. Organizing the ASEAN Eagleﬁ Bejaf(h f:aeV}(\rlia Aina Zulaikha
2024 was a major milestone, and the Jakar P

Through the AJYELN program, | have become someone

who not only observes others who care for the environment I

and makeses individual efforts but also someone who eamed so many things about 5

actively takes part in making a better future. | enhanced my Program made me realize that ttllq the environment, This
leadership and critical thinking skills during this program outcome for our environment.  * outh can make a big
because of various kinds of situations. i

Nur Intessar

Ni ; .
Nathania Karina Anggraini t Wayan Dina Wiantari

AJYELN has provided me with valuable hands-on
experience in tackling envi_ronmental issues, especially
plastic pollution. It has widened my perspective and
provided a strong foundation for my future endeavors
in sustainability. 1 am grateful for the mentorship and
guidance | have received from this program, which
e

- . +
ced my public speaking and project managemen
(:Eﬂhl:‘ w?wich xvill benefit my podcast and future goals.

deepened my understanding of regional policies. It also

projects and help reduce w.

1 g to manage
marine plastic pollution, aste and be m 9

ore aware of

as been influential in how I learned how to run an
nvironmental organization effectively. j

Johanna Gracia Sunarno

Diya Aretha
Vanessalee

| s e
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Key Application Dates:
Application Start: 1 April 2025

2025 AJYELN2.0 Applications Application Deadline: 15 May 2025

Announcement of shortlisted candidates: 30 May 2025
’ Interviews: June 2025
l ' o en | Announcement of selection: 30 June 2025

Project Timeline

Are you ready to embark on a journey with us? Online training (self-paced): July - August 2025

We are on the lookout for young individuals

In-person training and launch of the fellows (in an ASEAN
country)*: 1st or 2nd week of August 2025
Receipt of seed money and project implementation:
September 2025 to January 2026
Capstone Symposium: March 2026

to champion this year's project theme:
“Innovative Actions, Sustainable Progress”.

Thematic focus

* Self-driven youth aged 18-25 y/o. s 1 e VA

> i v .. Plastic'pollution
ot Waste & wastewater management

* Citi ;
Jap'a:.en of ASEAN member states or _ Circular economy HOW to Apply

Who we're i
S ¢ . . P~
eekmg_ *Note: Selected applicants must be eligible to travel within ASEAN.

* Proficient in conversational English,

Exhibit a strong
A g Interest o o
background in environmental ano; Project SCOpe

socia :
I engagemnt e ¥ : Commumty engagement
2. Awareness initiatives

/ - Building enviroahment i
' al capacity of
youth collaborative projectsIO ¢ v

Register-vialink:-https://bitly/join-AJYELN

Complete your application and don't forget
to submit all required documents!

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity!
« Receive seed money to implement your environmental projects that relate to Apply now and let your journey with AJYELN2.0 begin. #JoinUs
the proposed themes! #ApplyNow #AJC #AJYELN
« Connect with young environmental leaders in ASEAN and Japan.

« Receive guidance on implementing your environmental projects.
« Enhance your leadership and management skills through professional training. @ajyeln ASEAN-Japan Young Environmental Leaders Network

Follow us on social media for real-time updates.
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